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GRADUATE FACULTY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF TROPICAL MEDI CINE 

Name Rank and Department  Research Interests  

Shannon N. Bennett, Ph.D. (Univ. of British 
Colombia, Canada), sbennett@hawaii.edu 

Assistant Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Dengue virus molecular epidemiology and evolution, parasitic 
nematodes of marine fishes 

Sandra Perreira Chang, Ph.D. (Oregon 
Health Sciences University), 

sandrac@hawaii.edu 

Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Malaria immunity & vaccine development, biomarkers of severe 
dengue virus infection, immunology of latent M. tuberculosis 

infection, molecular biology of M. tuberculosis drug resistance 

Arwind R. Diwan, Ph.D. (Univ. of London, 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine), 

arwind@hawaii.edu 

Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Chemotherapy of virus diseases; viral vaccines; oncogenic 
viruses; slow virus infections; hepatitis; AIDS 

Eiichi Furusawa, MD/Ph.D (Osaka, Japan), 
956-3168 

Professor 
Pharmacology 

Pharmacology of natural products, viral and cancer 
chemotherapy 

William L. Gosnell, Ph.D. (Univ. of Hawaii), 
gosnell@hawaii.edu 

Jr. Researcher 
Tropical Medicine 

Host parasite interactions, malaria, TB immunology 

Duane Gubler, ScD. (Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health) 

dgubler@hawaii.edu 

Professor & Chairperson 
Tropical Medicine 

Vector-borne diseases including dengue and West Nile virus 

George S.N. Hui, Ph.D.  (Univ. of Hawaii), 
ghui@hawaii.edu 

Researcher 
Tropical Medicine 

Immunology of parasitic infections, immunomodulators for 
parasite vaccines, cell biology of protozoan parasites 

Kenton J. Kramer, Ph.D. (Univ. of Hawaii), 
Kramer@hawaii.edu 

Associate Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Parasitic diseases of the Pacific; amebic infections in Hawaii; 
Community Medicine Program for Health Promotion; 

epidemiologic/immunologic methods of malaria control 

F. DeWolfe Miller, Ph.D. (Univ. Michigan), 
dewolfe@hawaii.edu 

Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Infectious disease epidemiology 

Vivek Nerurkar, Ph.D.(U. of Bombay, India), 
nerurkar@hawaii.edu 

Associate Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Pathogenesis of infectious diseases; cellular & molecular 
mechanisms underlying microbe-host interaction. 

Leslie Q. Tam, Ph.D. (Univ. of Hawaii), 
taml@hawaii.edu 

Professor, Tropical 
Medicine 
(emeritus) 

P. falciparum merozoite surface & rhoptry antigens; bacterial cell 
wall adjuvants 
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Bruce Wilcox, Ph.D. (UC San Diego), 
bwilcox@hawaii.edu 
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Karen M. Yamaga, Ph.D. (Univ. of Hawaii), 
yamaga@hawaii.edu 

Professor 
Tropical Medicine 

Immunological mechanisms of diseases; pathogenesis of 
rheumatoid arthritis 

COOPERATING GRADUATE FACULTY  

John Berestecky, Ph.D. (Univ. of Hawaii), 
johnb@hawaii.edu 

Associate Professor 
Kapiolani Community 

College 

Epidemiology & pathogenesis of Campylobacter enteritis, 
immune response of Hawaiian Green Turtles, identification of 

plant pathogens using monoclonal antibodies 

Mona Bomgaars, MD 
mbomgaars@hawaii.rr.com 

Hansen’s Disease Branch 
State Dept. of Health 

(retired) 

Hansen’s disease and international health 

Paul Effler, M.D. (Univ. of California, San 
Diego), pveffler@mail.health.state.hi.us 

State Epidemiologist 
State Dept. of Health 

Infectious disease epidemiology including epidemiology and 
control of leptospirosis, dengue, influenza, Campylobacter and 

hepatitis viruses 

Guliz Erdam, M.D.  (Hacettepe University 
Faculty of Medicine, Turkey), 

dr.g.erdem@att.net   

Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Pediatrics 

Molecular epidemiology of group A streptococcal & 
staphylococcal infections; complications of strep infections like 

acute rheumatic fever. 

Allison Imrie, Ph.D. (Univ. of New South 
Wales, Sydney, Australia), 

imrie@pbrc.hawaii.edu 

Assistant Professor, Dept. 
of Public Health Sciences 

& Epidemiology 

HIV-1 pathogenesis; evaluation of anti-retroviral drugs on host 
metabolism; effects of HIV-1 infection on the neurological system  

Jerome H. Kim, M.D. (Yale University School 
of Medicine) 

jerome.kim@afrims.org 

Clinical Associate 
Professor, Dept. of 

Medicine 

HIV viral neutralization, Cytokine gene therapy in HIV 
specific T-cells, Molecular mechanisms of apoptosis in HIV 

infection, 
HTLV-I and -II mechanisms of Rex protein function, 

tuberculosis (clinical syndromes) 

Yuanan (Ron) Lu, Ph.D. (University of 
Hawaii), ylu@pbrc.hawaii.edu 

Associate Researcher, 
Pacific Biomedical 
Research Center 

Gene therapy for HIV-1 infection, gene transfer approaches for 
neuroAIDS, immunodiagnosis of herpesvirus infection of green 

turtles, aquaculture virology 

Marian E. Melish, M.D. (Univ. of Rochester), 
marianm@kapiolani.org 

Professor, Dept. of 
Pediatrics 

Staphylococcal infection and toxins; clinical infectious disease; 
Kawasaki's syndrome 
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Francis D. Pien, M.D. (Univ. of Chicago) Associate Professor 
Dept. of Medicine 

Clinical microbiology with special reference to diagnostic 
bacteriology & parasitology; evaluation of efficacy of antimicrobial 

agents 
 

Silvia Ratto Kim, Ph.D. (University of Genoa, 
Italy) 

silviak@hawaii.edu 

Associate Researcher, 
Hawaii AIDS Clinical 
Research Program 

Basic immunology of HIV-1 infection 

Raul C. Rudoy, M.D. (Cayetano Heredia 
Univ., Peru), rrudoy@hawaii.edu 

Professor, Dept. of 
Pediatrics 

Clinical aspects of viral and bacterial disease in pediatrics 

Elizabeth K. Tam, M.D. (Univ. of California, 
San Francisco), tameliza@hawaii.edu 

Professor 
Dept. of Medicine 

Genetic & environmental determinants of respiratory disease (eg. 
asthma); volcanic air pollution & modulators of respiratory 

health;genetics & tobacco smoke in lung disease. 

Saguna Verma, Ph.D. (Devi Ahilya 
University, India), saguna@pbrc.hawaii.edu 

Junior Researcher, Pacific 
Biomedical Research 

Center 

Diagnosis of Kawasaki syndrome, effect of selenium deficiency 
on RNA virus mutations,  

Richard Yanagihara, M.D. (Univ. of 
Cincinnati), yanagiha@pbrc.hawaii.edu 

Professor, Dept. of 
Pediatrics 

Transdisciplinary investigations of emerging & re-emerging 
infectious diseases; use of infectious agents to trace ancient & 

recent movements of human populations. 
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